Lymphoepithelial carcinoma of the larynx and hypopharynx: study of eight cases with relationship to Epstein-Barr virus and p53 gene alterations, and review of the literature.
Eight cases of lymphoepithelial carcinoma (LEC) of the larynx and hypopharynx were evaluated for clinicopathologic features, and the presence of the Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) and p53 alterations. The seven men and one woman, all of non-Asian descent, averaged 64 years of age. Eighty-eight percent had histologically confirmed cervical lymph node metastasis at diagnosis. None had systemic disease. Seven of eight patients available for follow-up (mean, 17.7 months) were alive and free of disease, although one did develop recurrent tumor in the neck. Four tumors were composed, histologically, of pure LEC. Four others had foci of both LEC and conventional squamous cell carcinoma. All eight tumors exhibited alterations in p53 expression, but none was positive for EBV. Combining these 8 cases with the 15 previously published cases in the English literature indicate that LEC in this site is a rare, rather aggressive tumor, primarily of older adults (mean, 62 years) with a propensity for early cervical lymph node metastasis and eventual distant dissemination and death from disease in about one third of patients. Although p53 alterations are common and of no apparent prognostic significance, LEC at this site seems to have little, if any, relationship to the EBV in patients of non-Asian origin.